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SUBJECT: STUDENT AGITATION 

1. FOR PAST TEN DAYS HIGH- SCHOOL STUDENTS IN PARIS AND THROUGHOUT 
COUNTRY HAVE BEEN MANIFESTING THEIR HOSTILITY TO THE SO- CALLED 

" LAW DEBRE." SEVERAL MASS DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN HELD IN PARIS 
AND THE PROVINCES AND SOME LYCEES HAVE BEEN SHUT DOWN BY 
STUDENT STRIKES. 

2. THE DEBRE LAW, WHICH WAS ADOPTED AFTER PAINSTAKING CONSULTA- 
TIONS AND BY A NEARLY UNANIMOUS VOTE IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN 
1970, COMES INTO EFFECT THIS YEAR. IT LIMITS DRAFT DEFERMENTS FOR 
STUDENTS AND WAS ADOPTED TO ACHIEVE EQUAL TREATMENT FOR ALL DRAFT- 
ELIGIBLE YOUNG MEN, WHETHER IN SCHOOL OR NOT. 

3. WHILE THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT GREAT NUMBER OF STUDENTS ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT HOW TO FIT THEIR MILITARY SERVICE INTO THEIR STUDY 
PROGRAM, DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN ORGANIZED AND FUELED BY A TINY 
MINORITY OF COMMUNIST AND EXTREME- LEFT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS. 
BALMY WEATHER, AND WHAT HAS BECOME A TRADITION OF TAKING TO THE 
STREETS IN THE SPRING, HAS ASSURED WIDESPREAD PARTICIPATION OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



PAGE 02 PARIS 08874 292006 Z 

HIGH- SCHOOL STUDENTS IN PARIS AND THROUGHOUT FRANCE. DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS HAVE SO FAR BEEN GENERALLY PEACEFUL AND POLICE HAVE SHOWN 
RESTRAINT IN DEALING WITH STUDENTS. NEITHER WORKERS NOR UNIVER- 
SITY STUDENTS HAVE PARTICIPATED MASSIVELY. ( CGT AND CFDT. 

FRANCE' S MAIN LABOR UNIONS, HAVE, HOWEVER, BOTH ISSUED STATEMENTS 
SUPPORTING STUDENT GOALS, AS HAS COMMUNIST PARTY). 

4. WE EXPECT PROTEST WILL AT SOME POINT BE CHANNELED FROM STREETS 
INTO STUDY COMMISSION WHERE GOVERNMENT AND YOUTH 
REPRESENTATIVES CAN RENEW DIALOGUE ON DEFERMENT QUESTION. 
HOWEVER, EXTREME- LEFT STUDENT GROUPS APPEAR BENT ON EXPLOITING 
ISSUE TO TRY TO PROVOKE SOCIAL DISORDERS ON A LARGER SCALE. SOME 
1500 OF THESE STUDENTS ARE REPORTEDLY NOW OCCUPYING THE 
SORBONNE, WHEREIN THEY HOPE TO ESTABLISH A RALLYING CENTER FOR 
OTHER STUDENTS AND WORKERS. 

5. THESE EVENTS, OF COURSE, ARE REMINISCENT OF THE BEGINNINGS OF 
THE STUDENT- WORKER RIOTS OF MAY 19688. AT THIS TIME IT APPEARS THAT 
POLICE HAVE THE SITUATION WELL IN HAND AND WE DOUBT THAT SERIOUS 
RIOTING WILL ENSUE. NONETHELESS, WE ARE KEEPING A CLOSE EYE ON 
THE SITUATION AND WE WILL KEEP THE DEPARTMENT AND THE ADDRESSEE 
POSTS INFORMED. DECONTROL 12/31/74. 

IRWIN 
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